62.    LETTER TO HAKIM AJMAL KHAM
YERAVDA JAIL,
April 14, 1922
DEAR  HAKIMJI,
Prisoners are allowed one visit every three months and to
write and receive one letter during the same period. I have had a
visit from Devdas and Rajagopalachari. And I am now writ-
ing the permitted letter.
You will remember that Mr. Banker and I were convicted
on the 18th March on a Saturday. On Monday night about
10 p.m. we received notice that we were to be removed to an
unknown destination. At 11.30 p.m. the Superintendent of Police
took us to the special that was awaiting us at Sabarmati. We were
given a basket of fruit for the journey and we were well looked
after during the whole journey. The doctor of the Sabarmati
Jail had allowed me, for health and religious reasons, the food to
which I am used, and to Mr, Banker bread and milk and fruit for
medical reasons. Cow's milk for Mr. Banker and goat's for me
were, therefore, ordered on the way by the Deputy Superintendent
who was escorting us.
We were taken off at Khirki where a prison van was waiting
to take us to the jail from where I am writing this.
I had heard bad accounts of this Jail from ex-prisoners and
was therefore prepared to face difficulties in my path. I had told
Mr. Banker that if my hand-spinning was stopped, I would have
to refuse food as I had taken a vow on the Hindu New Year's
Day to spin every day at least for half an hour except when I
was ill or travelling. He should not, therefore, I told him, be
shocked if I had to refuse food and that he should on no account
join me out of false sympathy. He had seen my view-point.
We were not, therefore, surprised when, on reaching the Jail
about 5.30 p.m., I was told by the Superintendent that he could
not allow the spinning-wheel which was with us nor could we be
allowed to take the fruit that was with us, I pointed out that hand-
spinning was a matter of vow with me and that, as a matter of
fact, both of us were permitted to do it everyday at the Sabar-
mati Jail. Thereupon we were told, Yeroda was not Sabarmati.
1 This was withheld by the Jail authorities; vide the following item.
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